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Each morning Jamie sat at 

his big kitchen table eating 

breakfast cereal. 

Mornings were his favorite 

time of day.  He loved 

spending time with his dad.

He felt grown-up while 

having big talks with his 

dad, as he watched his 

father make his lunch. His 

mom liked to sleep late each 

day. 

Jamie felt that was okay 

because in this way he had 

his special “Daddy-time.”



Jamie also liked to spend 

time with his mom. Jamie 

loved his mom. At the end of 

the day, he liked hearing all 

about Dad’s day after he 

returned home from work.  

Jamie also liked taking walks 

with his dad after dinner 

most nights.  One night was 

very special because Jamie’s 

dad gave him a shiny new 

keychain as they sat in the 

park under a big tree. 

This keychain held a big, 

bright gold sparkling star. 

The street light made the 

gold star shine even more. 

Jamie held the keychain in 

his hand, then buried it deep 

inside his pocket.
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Jamie loved the big world 

around him. Everything in 

Jamie’s world seemed so 

big. The houses and 

apartments on his street 

were big. 

The path in the park was 

big and wide. The trees 

were big and tall. 

To Jamie, these big things 

were so tall, they seemed 

to reach the sky. This made 

Jamie feel small, but Dad 

protected him from his 

fears.



Sometimes, Jamie and 

his dad would sit under 

the tree and read his 

favorite book. As Dad 

read, Jamie followed 

along by pointing to 

each of the pictures in 

the book.   Jamie loved 

hearing stories about 

places around the 

world. He imagined 

traveling to these 

places with his dad. As 

he listened to Dad 

read, he held his 

favorite keychain 

tightly. 



One afternoon, Jamie 

waited for his dad to arrive 

home from work. He sat at 

the kitchen table with his 

eyes focused on the door. 

He was looking forward to 

his walk with Dad. Five 

o’clock came and Dad was 

not home. Six, Seven, and 

Eight o’clock came and 

went. Then the phone 

rang. 

Jamie thought, “That must 

be Dad.” Then Jamie saw 

his mom talking on the 

phone. She looked worried 

and began to make many 

other phone calls. 



After many more phone 

calls, Jamie’s mom 

rushed him out of the 

house and drove him to 

his grandma’s house for 

an overnight stay. 

The whole time that he 

was at grandma’s house, 

Jamie tried to guess 

where his dad was. 

He rubbed his keychain 

in his pocket. That made 

him feel better. 



The next day, Jamie’s mom picked him up. She looked sad. Together, they went home and sat down at 

the big kitchen table. His mom said, “Jamie, Daddy made a big mistake.” She continued, “When 

children make big mistakes, parents may put them in time-out. When grownups make big mistakes, the 

courts put grownups in time-out. The courts manage grownups’ time-out the way that parents manage 

time-out for their children. Time-out is spent in a place called prison where grownups learn how not to 

make big mistakes.”  
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Jamie listened to his mom. 

He sat quietly, then rubbed 

his favorite keychain 

between his thumb and 

forefinger. By rubbing his 

keychain, it made Jamie 

feel close to his dad. 

Jamie asked, “When is Dad 

coming home from time-

out?” His mom said, “We do 

not know right now. We will 

find out about how long his 

timeout will last when we 

meet with the court.”



The next morning was 

hard for Jamie. He felt 

sad because he could not 

watch his dad make 

sandwiches and have big 

talks. So, Jamie ate 

breakfast with his mom.

He held the bright and 

shiny star keychain 

tightly, gently placing it 

on the table while he 

ate his cereal. Having 

the keychain near him 

made Jamie feel close to 

his dad. 



One morning, Jamie’s 

mom had a big talk with 

him.  She said, “Jamie, I 

am here for you always. I 

will not leave you. You are 

safe with me. One day 

Dad will return home. 

Until we know for sure 

when that is, I will be 

your morning breakfast 

partner and take walks 

with you.  I will be there 

for you.” This talk made 

Jamie feel better, because 

he now knew that his 

mom was not going to 

disappear and go on time-

out like his dad. 



Morning after morning went by. Jamie learned that 

his dad would be in time-out for a long time. Jamie 

learned that at the right time, he could even visit 

Dad.   



One day, Jamie got a 

phone call from his dad.  He 

was really happy to hear 

Dad’s voice. All the while, 

he rubbed his favorite 

keychain. After his call, 

Jamie thought about how 

he could write a letter and 

send his dad a big drawing. 

This picture would surely 

make Dad smile.

So, Jamie and his mom 

created a big colored 

drawing using his big 

crayons. They went to the 

post office and mailed the 

letter.



Letter writing was fun, 

but finally the day came 

when Jamie could make 

his big visit to see his dad! 

Jamie could hardly wait. 

On the morning of the 

visit Jamie ate a big 

breakfast. 

Jamie got in Mom’s car 

and they took a long 

drive. Along the way, he 

counted all the big things 

that he saw: big trees, big 

stop signs, big stores, and 

big-big mountains. 



When Jamie and his mom 

arrived at the prison, he saw 

the biggest building ever. 

Jamie’s eyes widened. “Wow, it 

looks like a big castle,” Jamie 

said to his mom. “It is so big!” 

he stated.  

As they walked towards the big 

prison building, Jamie’s mom 

took his hand. She explained 

that this big building contains 

many people.  

She said, this building is big 

because people live, eat, sleep, 

exercise, work, and do all sorts 

of things here. 



Once inside the big 

building, Jamie 

thought he knew what 

to expect. His mom 

talked with him during 

their travel to the 

prison. She told Jamie 

all about the big visit. 

She said that, 

together, they would 

stand in line, the way 

they do in a grocery 

store checkout line. 



Next, he would have to 

go through a checkpoint. 

This check would include 

removing any items from 

his pocket. Some objects 

cause the security 

machines to make noise.

This noise is a reminder 

that you might have 

something in your pocket 

not allowed in the prison. 

Jamie went through the 

security checkpoint—the 

buzzer went off. The 

prison officer walked 

over. Jamie’s heart began 

to beat fast. Jamie didn’t 

know what to do. 



The prison officer moved 

close to Jamie and waved his 

special wand. The wand 

made noise near Jamie’s 

pocket. Jamie reached in his 

pocket and pulled out his 

favorite shiny gold keychain. 

Everyone in the security line 

laughed because the mystery 

was solved. The key chain 

caused the wand to make 

the funny buzzing sound. 

The prison officer offered to 

keep Jamie’s keychain safe 

in a locker until the visit was 

over. Now Jamie could go 

and visit his dad. 



During the visit, Jamie felt 

that he had the best day 

ever! He got to sit in the 

chair across from his dad and 

tell him about the long drive 

to the prison. He told him 

about all the big trees and 

the big mountains he saw 

along the way. Jamie and his 

dad agreed that they would 

talk each week by phone.

Jamie was eager to start this 

new schedule for his special 

phone time, with Dad.



Many weeks and months 

went by while Jamie’s Dad 

was in timeout. Jamie 

learned that it was not his 

fault that Dad was in prison. 

This made him feel better. 

Jamie continued to talk with 

his dad by phone. When he 

missed his dad, he would 

rub his favorite keychain 

between his thumb and 

forefinger. 

When Jamie graduated from 

kindergarten, Jamie held his 

keychain in his pocket. Even 

though his dad was not with 

him, he knew that his dad 

would be thinking about him 

and be proud of him on that 

day. 



Jamie now understands 

how special he is to his 

mom and dad. He knows 

that his dad thinks of him 

often. When Jamie feels 

sad, he rubs his keychain. 

Sometimes he also sits 

under the big tree and 

looks at photos of himself 

with his dad. Jamie knows 

that no matter how far 

away he is from his dad, 

he is loved. While he is 

away, his keychain 

reminds him that he is not 

alone.




